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I have observed that in contemporary society young people expect to 
schedule each child. Children are admitted only when certain gains 
have been made, and goals have been reached. The couple has a long 
period of living together: working, traveling, going out to dinner. 
And then there is a wedding. Along with focus on work, there are 
lattes and robust, healthy dogs. It is only after some deliberation that 
a child arrives. When the child does come, he or she has the benefit 
of car seats and sunscreen, of bike helmets and reading intervention 
and allergy testing, but maybe not of siblings.

Cecile Thompson, “A Single Woman, Her Brother, 
and Large Families”
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