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A pregnancy center—what is it, and what do we do? We’re the 
very first contact. We’re the frontline. We’re just a voice some-
times. And the voice we train for months, just to learn how to 
say, “Hello, may I help you?” We know that the woman on the 
other end of the line is nervous, she’s scared. She has probably 
just done a pregnancy test, maybe two. And every fiber of her 
being knows that nothing will ever be the same in her life. She 
hasn’t decided yet if she’s going to tell her boyfriend, her moth-
er, the people around her. She’s lost. At our end, at the end of 
the pregnancy center, we know there’s a life, the life of a child, 
at stake, and also the life of the mother—her spiritual life. We 
know that. And we also know that it’s going to take everything 
we’ve got to save them both.

—Anne Manice, 19th Annual Great Defender of Life Dinner
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