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At the center of the Christianity which America has inherited is the insis-
tence that the life of every human being is a precious gift of God. I have 
already acknowledged that I can’t prove this by any empirical method, but 
I can affirm with confidence that this doctrine was original to that religion, 
that it was not there in pre-Christian times. Now I am going to throw all 
caution to the winds and make a value judgment: I think it is a very good 
doctrine. Not only has it saved trillions of lives down through the centu-
ries, it has become the keynote of Western Civilization, governing every-
thing from the rules of war (we don’t shoot prisoners) to the conduct of our 
police and our courts.

—George McKenna, “You Don’t Have to Be a Christian to Be Against 
Abortion (But It Helps)”
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